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v. 
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official capacity as Acting Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, and the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendants. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
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Plaintiffs, 

v. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DONALD 
J. TRUMP, in his official capacity as President 
of the United States, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY, and ELAINE 
DUKE, in her official capacity as Acting 
Secretary of Homeland Security, 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 17-CV-05380-WHA 

 

Case 3:17-cv-05235-WHA   Document 61-1   Filed 11/01/17   Page 2 of 19



TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 

Page 

 

i 

BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE 
NINETEEN UNIVERSITIES 

CASE NOS. 17-CV-05211, 17-CV-05235, 
17-CV-05329, 17-CV-05380 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
 

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................... 1 

ARGUMENT .................................................................................................................................. 3 

I. DACA Students Enrolled at Amici Institutions Are Some of the Most 
Gifted and Motivated Young People in the World ................................................. 3 

II.  Rescinding DACA Harms Amici’s Students and Alumni, and Deprives 
Both Amici Institutions and the Country of Their Promise ..................................... 7 

A. The September Memorandum Has a Devastating Impact on DACA 
Recipients .................................................................................................... 7 

B. Rescinding DACA Prevents Undocumented Students From Fully 
Benefitting From and Contributing To Amici’s Institutions ....................... 8 

C. Rescinding DACA Deprives the Nation of Invaluable Resources............ 10 

CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................................. 13 

 
 

Case 3:17-cv-05235-WHA   Document 61-1   Filed 11/01/17   Page 3 of 19



Case 3:17-cv-05235-WHA   Document 61-1   Filed 11/01/17   Page 4 of 19



TABLE OF AUTHORITIES  
(continued) 

Page(s) 

 

iii  

BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE 
NINETEEN UNIVERSITIES 

CASE NOS. 17-CV-05211, 17-CV-05235, 
17-CV-05329, 17-CV-05380 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
 

Harvard College Financial Aid Office, How Aid Works, https://college.harvard.ed 
u/financial-aid/how-aid-works ................................................................................................... 4 

Harvard University, The Charter of the President and Fellows of Harvard College, 
Under the Seal of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, and Bearing the Date May 
31st A.D. 1650, https://library.harvard.edu/university-archives/using-the-



TABLE OF AUTHORITIES  
(continued) 

Page(s) 

 

iv 

BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE 
NINETEEN UNIVERSITIES 

CASE NOS. 17-CV-05211, 17-CV-05235, 
17-CV-05329, 17-CV-05380 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
 

Northwestern University, Why Study Abroad?, 
http://www.northwestern.edu/studyabroad/prospec tive-students/why-study-
abroad/index.html....................................................................................................................... 9 

Penn for Immigrant Rights, Founders Statement, 
https://upenn4immigrantrights.wordpress.com/blog/ ................................................................ 9 

Princeton University, Princeton University Mission, 
http://www.princeton.edu/president/eisgruber/docs/state_of_the_university_ 
2017.pdf ..................................................................................................................................... 3 

Roberto Torres, These 3 Companies Are Coming to the Pennovation Center, 
TECHNICAL.LY (June 30, 2016), 
https://technical.ly/philly/2016/06/30/pennovation-center-cosy-xeed-fever-
smart/ ........................................................................................................................................ 11 

Santiago Tobar Potes, DACA Student: Deporting Me and 800,000 Dreamers is a 
Man-Made Disaster That Will Be Terrible for US, FOX NEWS (Sept. 5, 2017), 
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/09/05/daca-student-deporting-me-and-
800000-dreamers-is-man-made-disaster-that-will- be-terrible-for-us.html ................................ 5 

Stanford University, The Founding Grant with Amendments, Legislation, and 
Court Decrees (1885), 
https://stacks.stanford.edu/file/druid:bz978md4965/su_founding_grand.pdf ........................... 3 

Stephanie Leutert, Undocumented in the Ivy League, AM. Q. (May 5, 2012), 
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/undocumented-ivy-league ...................................... 6 

Teach for America, Teach for America Urges Congress To Pass The DREAM Act 
(Sept. 5, 2017), https://www.teachforamerica.org/top-stories/daca-dream-act-
how-you-can-stand-tfa-dreamer-teachers-and-undocumented-students .................................. 11 

Troy Parks, Med Student “Dreamers” Speak Out on Maintaining DACA 
Protections, AMA WIRE (Feb. 13, 2017), https://wire.ama-assn.org/ama-
news/med-student-dreamers-speak-out-maintaining-daca-protections.................................... 12 

Yale Admissions, What Yale Looks For, https://admissions.yale.edu/what-yale-
looks-for ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

 

Case 3:17-cv-05235-WHA   Document 61-1   Filed 11/01/17   Page 6 of 19



 

 

 

BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE 
NINETEEN UNIVERSITIES 

CASE NOS. 17-CV-05211, 17-CV-05235, 
17-CV-05329, 17-CV-05380 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Amici are nineteen distinguished American institutions of higher education.1  Amici have 

educated and helped launch the careers of many celebrated leaders and innovators in all fields, 

including more than 200 Nobel Prize recipients, half of the astronauts who have walked on the 

moon, dozens of Fortune 500 CEOs, and numerous Academy Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning 

artists and authors.  And every day, amici’s 
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While DACA did not provide our students and alumni a path to citizenship, it did offer 

them a measure of security and access to opportunities for educational and professional 

development.  As Juan Jose Martinez, a sophomore at Georgetown, whose goal is someday to 

“work for the government—to help achieve what is best for America in the world and to help 

make the world a safer place”—put it: 
 
Thanks to DACA, I now have a part-time job on campus and can help 
ease the cost of college on my parents.  Thanks to DACA I can feel 
safe and confident while traveling, whether it be to attend school or 
to visit my family.  Thanks to DACA I can focus on my studies 
without worrying that it may all be taken away from me at any 
second.  I have always thought of myself as an American, but it is 
thanks to DACA that I can begin to truly feel like one, too.   

Rescinding DACA wrests from Juan and hundreds of thousands of strivers like him the 

sense of safety and possibility that they deserve.  Now, through no fault of their own, they face 

the terrifying prospect of having to return to a life in which they have little chance of making the 

best use of their hard-earne
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“debunk misconceptions and connect immigration to current events.”20  Under her leadership, 

PIR conducted “undocu-trainings . . .  [to] mak[e] sure as many student leaders as possible know 

what it even means to be an undocumented person.”21 

True, numerous DACA recipients have continued to speak publicly about their legal status 

despite the September Memorandum—including the many students who agreed to the use of their 

name in this brief.  But the policy reversal places these students, and the many more whom it has 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, the September Memorandum impedes the ability of the 

undersigned institutions to advance their missions, imposes a direct harm on their current students 

and alumni, and deprives the United States of the benefit of DACA students’ considerable talents.  

Accordingly, the Court should grant Plaintiffs’ request for provisional relief. 

Dated:  November 1, 2017


